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§ 1206.704 Advance payments.
(a) NASA will not require a requester

to make an advance payment, i.e., pay-
ment before work is commenced or
continued on a request, unless:

(1) NASA estimates or determines
that the allowable charges are likely to
exceed $250. NASA will notify the re-
quester of the likely cost and obtain
satisfactory assurance of full payment
where the requester has a history of
prompt payment of FOIA fees, or re-
quire an advance payment of an
amount up to the full estimated
charges in the case of requesters with
no history of payment; or

(2) A requester has previously failed
to pay a fee in a timely fashion (within
30 days of billing), then NASA may re-
quire the requester to pay the full
amount owed plus any applicable inter-
est as provided below (see § 1206.706(a)),
or demonstrate that he/she has, in fact,
paid the fee, and to make an advance
payment of the full amount of the esti-
mated fee before the Agency begins to
process a new request or a pending re-
quest from that requester.

(b) When NASA acts under para-
graphs (a)(1) and (2) of this section, the
administrative time limits will begin
only after NASA has received the fee
payments described in paragraph (a) of
this section.

§ 1206.705 Form of payment.
Payment shall be made by check or

money order payable to the ‘‘National
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion’’ and sent per instructions in the
initial determination.

§ 1206.706 Nonpayment of fees.
(a) Interest to be charged. Requesters

are advised that should they fail to pay
the fees assessed, they may be charged
interest on the amount billed starting
on the 31st day following the day on
which the billing was sent. Interest
will be at the rate prescribed in section
3717 of Title 31 U.S.C.

(b) Applicability of Debt Collection
Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–365). Requesters
are advised that if full payment is not
received within 60 days after the billing
was sent, the procedures of the Debt
Collection Act may be invoked (14 CFR
1261.407–1261.409). These procedures in-
clude three written demand letters at

not more than 30-day intervals, disclo-
sure to a consumer reporting agency,
and the use of a collection agency,
where appropriate.

Subpart 8—Failure to Release
Records to the Public

§ 1206.800 Failure to release records to
the public.

(a) Except to the extent that a person
has actual and timely notice of the
terms thereof, a person may not in any
manner be required to resort to, or be
adversely affected by, a matter re-
quired to be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER under § 1206.200(a) and not so
published.

(b) A final order, opinion, statement
of policy, interpretation, or staff man-
ual or instruction that affects a mem-
ber of the public may be relied upon,
used, or cited as precedent by NASA
against any member of the public only
if it has been indexed and either made
available or published as provided by
§ 1206.200(b) or if the member of the
public has actual and timely notice of
the terms thereof.

(c) Failure to make available an
Agency record required to be made
available under this part could provide
the jurisdictional basis for a suit
against NASA under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4)
(B) through (G), which provides as fol-
lows:

(B) On complaint, the District Court of the
United States in the district in which the
complainant resides, or has his principal
place of business, or in which the Agency
records are situated, or in the District of Co-
lumbia, has jurisdiction to enjoin the Agen-
cy from withholding Agency records and to
order the production of any Agency records
improperly withheld from the complainant.
In such a case the court shall determine the
matter de novo, and may examine the con-
tents of such Agency records in camera to
determine whether such records or any part
thereof shall be withheld under any of the
exemptions set forth in subsection (b) of this
section, and the burden is on the Agency to
sustain its action.

(C) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the defendant shall serve an answer or
otherwise plead to any complaint made
under this subsection within 30 days after
service upon the defendant of the pleading in
which such complaint is made, unless the
court otherwise directs for good cause
shown.
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